
that Rishi was willing to let limit 
his dreams. After graduating from 
St. Vincent & The Grenadines 
Community College with majors 
in math, physics and comput-
er science, he made the move to 
Florida where he is now enrolled 
at the Epic Flight Academy and is 
well on his way to earning his pri-
vate pilot’s license. He sees this as 
the first step toward his final goal 
of being a commercial pilot. He 
will be using his grant to contin-
ue his flying education toward his 
commercial license. His goal is 
to be able to return to St. Vincent, 
which has recently built a new 
airport, and to fly for one of the 
airlines that have been expand-
ing their services and their need 
for pilots there. He also wants to 
work with young people in St. 
Vincent who, like Rishi, also have 
an interest in flying.

Grant Recipient:  
Dumona Charles
Area of Interest:  
Growing Online 
Store

Dumona is a woman who is 
passionate to fulfill her dream of 
becoming a doctor and has been 
working hard to make it happen. 
Now a fourth-year student at 
All Saints University School of 
Medicine in the Commonwealth 
of Dominica, she is well on her 
way to that goal.  But this resi-
dent of the Caribbean country of 
St. Vincent and The Grenadines, 
who found that the expenses of 
a medical education were high, 
has demonstrated strong entre-
preneurial skills to help make her 

dreams possible.  Starting in high 
school, she began a small busi-
ness selling baked goods to help 
pay for her extra courses.  In time, 
she founded an online company 
to import affordable goods not 
usually available in St. Vincent. 
The proceeds of that effort have 
helped pay some of her student 
loans, while also enabling her 
to begin her medical education. 
Dumona will be using her grant 
to help expand the services her 
online store offers, and to employ 
an assistant so that she will have 
more time to focus on her medi-
cal studies and provide additional 
income to complete her medical 
schooling.

Grant Recipient:  
Carlon Bute
Area of Interest: 
Training in Com-
puters, Robotics 
And Computer 
Design

Carlon, a resident of Kingstown, 
on the Caribbean island of St. Vin-
cent, is passionate about pursuing a 
career in  the computer field. How-
ever, coming from a single-parent 
home,  he lacked the resources to 
pursue his education in computer 
technology. With his first HBW 
Fund Grant, Carlon completed one 
year of college and his aptitude 
for technology was rewarded with 
good grades. His renewed HBW 
Fund Grant will enable him to 
complete his two-year college pro-
gram and pursue his dream of start-
ing his own business designing ap-
plications, and building computers 
and web pages.

Grant Recipient:  
Donella Power
Area of Interest:  
Expanding her Awa-
li brand of unique 
handmade bags, 

accessories and apparel in St. Vin-
cent and The Grenadines.

Donella has wanted to be an en-
trepreneur for as long as she can 
remember. You are helping her re-
alize her dream with tools to make 
her Awali brand a household name 
in St. Vincent and The Grenadines. 
Her goals include: increasing the 
quality of her products to enhance 
their appeal; incorporating her 
business; and, opening a central-
ly-located shop to attract custom-
ers.  It was a tough balance to have 
a mainstream job while trying to 
build her business, and Donella 
recognized that in order to grow 
her business she must give it her 
attention full time, which she is 
now doing. 

The HBW Fund Grant will help 
Donella purchase quality materials 
and invest in her shop to get it up 
and running by the end of this year.  

Grant Recipient:  
Rishi Ramsamooj
Area of Interest:  
Obtaining  
Commercial Pilot’s 
Certificate

Growing up on the small Carib-
bean island of St. Vincent, Rishi 
didn’t have had the same opportu-
nities to follow his dreams of be-
coming a pilot that someone from 
a larger, more affluent place might 
have enjoyed. But that initial lack 
of resources was not an obstacle 
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The HBW Memorial Fund Grants are for men and women between the ages of 16 and 25 who 
have demonstrated passion, creativity and drive for their future. You helped us provide grants to 
the following individuals.Where will the next great 

ideas come from? Who will 
provide the insight, inspira-
tion and hard work to create 
a better tomorrow? The Hunt-
er Brooks Watson Memorial 
Fund believes young peo-
ple hold the answers to these 
questions. Young people are 
using their talents and pas-
sions to find ways to improve 
the world. Their dreams are of 
things yet to be seen. While 
we don’t know what tomor-
row will bring, we do know 
that today’s youth and their 
ideas will be propelling the 
changes to come.

The HBW Memorial Fund 
invests in young people who 
have demonstrated talent, 
experience and passion. The 
grants you make possible re-
ward innovation and reflect 
the talents and passions that 
Hunter Watson brought to his 
life. They honor his legacy, 
and provide support for young 
people who also approach life 
with powerful ideas. We hope 
these grants will carry on what 
Hunter inspired.

YOU MAKE THE  
POWER OF YOUNG 

IDEAS POSSIBLE

OUR VISION

OUR COMMITMENT 
 TO YOU

We are deeply honored that you 
have placed your trust in the Hunt-
er Watson Fund’s work. We work 
hard to make the most of every 
dollar you donate by using volun-
teers and keeping overhead costs 
low. When you give to the Fund, 
you can give with confidence,  
knowing that 100% of your gift 
will propel young people’s dreams 
and help end distracted driving. 
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YOUR VISION

To live in a world where our youth may 
follow their hearts.

YOUR MISSION
The Hunter Brooks Watson Fund 

seeks out young people who dream 
of something they are deeply curious 
and passionate about and gives them 
the resources to explore that passion. 
Our goal is to support the young per-
son financially, mentor their journey 
and give them the chance to change 

the course of their lives.
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Tell us what you think about what we 
are doing. Send your comments and 

suggestions to: Editor, HBW Update, P.O. 
Box 326, McLean, VA 22101 or email to 

editor@hunterwatson.org. All letters are 
assumed to be intended for publica-

tion unless otherwise noted. 

You are Changing Young People’s Lives,
For Hunter 
By Madeleine Bunbury

I knew Hunter Watson all my 
life. We were friends as chil-
dren, always playing games in 
the pool. We also played a lot of 
tennis and Hunter always beat 
me. I remember one year, as 
teenagers, we stayed up all night 
on New Year’s Eve to watch the 
sunrise from Macaroni beach.
We got into big trouble from our 
parents, but it was worth it!

When I learned of his death it 
felt like my heart broke. I knew 
the world had just lost a truly 
special person. Hunter was al-
ways interested in every person 

he met. He bent over backwards 
to make people feel welcome. 
He brought people together—
through music, conversation 
and laughter. 

So, now, it is fitting that he is 
continuing to bring so many of 
us together around a common 
purpose—the Hunter Watson 
Memorial Fund. It has been one 
of the great privileges of my life 
to serve on the Fund’s Found-
ers Committee. I also provide 
mentoring and support to some 
of the grantees from Saint Vin-
cent, including Dumona, whose 
dream is to be an entrepreneur 
and a doctor and Rishi, who re-
ceived a grant to pursue his pi-
lot’s license. 

To all the donors who have 
supported the Fund, please know 
this:  The young people you are 
investing in are amazing and 
they are deeply grateful. With-
out you, they would have big 
dreams, but would likely never 

have the resources to reach for 
those dreams. Through your do-
nations, you are changing lives 
and investing in the promise of 
tomorrow.  

I will always regret that I can-
not watch another sunrise with 
Hunter. But he is with me in my 
heart and I know he is really 
proud of what you and I are do-
ing to invest in the energy and 
passion of young people. 

Madeleine Bunbury is an 
emerging equestrian artist 
with a studio in Dorset, En-
gland. She grew up on the 
Island of Mustique where 
Hunter’s family vacationed 
each year. As they grew up 
together, Madeleine be-
came one of Hunter’s clos-
est friends. She is a mem-
ber of the Hunter Watson 
Memorial Fund Founders 
Committee.

Madeleine Bunbury, member of the 
founders committee and mentor to 
Dumona Charles (below)

Meet Your Grantee: Dumona Charles  
Entrepreneur and Future Doctor

Chances are, spending a day 
with Dumona Charles would 
make you feel a bit tired. You see, 
this young woman is running her 
own business, employing mem-
bers of her community, support-
ing a local charity and going to 
medical school. She was the re-
cipient of a grant from the Hunter 
Watson Fund in 2018.

Born and raised in Saint Vin-
cent and the Grenadines—an is-
land country in the West Indies—

Dumona has dreamed of being a 
doctor since she was eight-years 
-old. A lot of young people would 
be discouraged by the high cost of 
medical school… but not Dumo-
na. She decided to start an online 
business and is using the profits 
to pay for her classes. 

Now, in her fifth year of med-
ical school, she’s also managing 
her growing online business. Her 
business is named Miscellaneous 
and sells watches, trinkets, swim-
wear, clothing and more. To man-
age her success, she has hired her 
first employee, a young man who 
is attending nursing school while 
working to support his extended 
family of seven. 

Here’s what the Hunter Watson 
Fund grant means to Dumona, in 
her own words: 

Dumona Charles is a Hunter Watson Me-
morial Fund grantee from Saint Vincent. 

The grant I received from the 
“Hunter Watson Memorial Fund 
is such a boost of confidence for 
me. It tells me I’m on the right 
track and it has allowed me to ex-
pand my business and give back 
to my community by creating op-
portunities for employment. 

Even though Saint Vincent is a 
small country, there are people 
here who have good ideas for the 
world. I want to help our people. 
And, ten years from now, I will be 
practicing family or emergency 
medicine on the island. And, I will 
have a lovely store in downtown 
Kingstown. I hope all the kind 
people who supported the Hunt-
er Watson Fund will come to visit 
and stop by to say hello. I hope 
they know how much of a dif-
ference they are making.”
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It All Began with 20 Young Friends from the US, UK, France,  
Italy and Mustique

How HBW Memorial Fund Grants Are Selected

You Can Help Save Lives In St. Vincent and the Grenadines - 
Join the Fight Against Distracted Driving 

On June 18, 2016, Hunter 
Watson’s promising life was 
abruptly and tragically ended 
when he was fatally injured as 
a passenger in an automobile 
collision. 

In the months following 
Hunter’s death, his family and 
friends and the communities 
in which he was nurtured, in-
cluding Mustique Island, all 
searched for a way to continue 
his presence and ideals. The 

It might seem a relatively 
easy process for the Hunt-
er Brooks Watson Memorial 
Fund to award grants to de-
serving individuals. An ap-
plication is submitted, the ap-
plication is reviewed and the 
grantee is sent a check.

The Committee wishes it 
were that simple.

The HBW Memorial Fund 
has been established to pro-
vide support to young people, 
between 16 and 25 years old, 
who have innovative ideas for 
projects within the Fund’s ar-
eas of interest. And while the 

Every year thousands of 
lives, like Hunter’s, are lost 

Hunter Brooks Watson Fund 
was founded as a result and is 
the realization of his family’s 
and his communities’ desire to 
celebrate his life and interests. 

The Fund aims to keep Hunt-
er’s insatiable energy and op-
timism alive by giving grants 
to help young people’s in-
volvement in the fields of per-
forming arts, music, computer 
science and entrepreneurship. 
The fund is unique in that 

application is long and de-
tailed, it still was a difficult 
evaluation task for the 20 vol-
unteers who review each of 
the applications. 

The simple reason for that 
is that most of the applica-
tions are proposing truly new, 
often innovative ideas; ideas 
about which they are excited 
and passionate, but which can 
be difficult to measure while 
still only in the idea stage. To 
help accomplish that, the ap-
plication consists of mostly 
essay type questions that give 
the reviewers a chance to feel 

as a result of fatal automo-
bile crashes. Teens and young 
adults are the largest age group 
involved in distracted driving 
accidents. Texting and cell 
phones are suspected as major 
causes. But eating, socializing 
while driving and even putting 
on make-up are also causes of 
distracted driving.

The HBW Fund has launched 
several distracted driving 

it provides financial assis-
tance for projects of their own 
choosing. 

A Founders Committee was 
set up and today this Commit-
tee of 20 young men and wom-
en have organized themselves 
into various working groups 
and are holding regular meet-
ings, via Skype, of course, 
since most live throughout the 
US, England, Italy, France. and 
Mustique. This group moves 

the applicant’s passion. Since 
each reviewer brings different 
areas of interests, experience 
and expertise to the evaluation 
process the scores are totaled 
to give an overall score that 
can be compared with other 
applications.

After a grant is approved, a 
careful follow-up procedure 
takes place. Each grantee is 
assigned a mentor, with whom 
they check in regularly, re-
porting on progress and prob-
lems. There is also a careful 
monitoring of how the award-
ed money compares with the 

campaigns on campuses in the 
US where students sign pledg-
es not to drive distracted and 
receive a free wristband in 
return.  Studies have shown 
that signing a written pledge 
results in a 47% better chance 
of changing behavior than any 
other incentive.

We hope to expand this cam-
paign to St. Vincent this year 
by providing, free of charge, 

the HBW Fund programs for-
ward, including fundraising 
efforts, grant application eval-
uations and the awarding of 
grants. 

Memories of Hunter’s spirit, 
interests and love will always 
remain with his family, but 
it is so gratifying to see how 
many people his life touched, 
and to see the good things that 
are being accomplished in his 
memory.

original budget.
If there are more applications 

approved than funds available 
we ask for a 2-minute video 
made on their cell phones to 
further measure the passion of 
the applicant, so the limited re-
sources go to the best possible 
project.

The grants awarded clearly 
have gone to deserving indi-
viduals. And it is already clear 
that the next round of applica-
tions will be much larger and 
just as challenging to evaluate. 
We are looking forward to that.

posters, pledge forms, wrist 
bands and “I Pledged” stick-
ers to young people signing 
pledge forms.

You can help us with these 
supplies for St. Vincent by in-
cluding a special donation us-
ing the donation coupon in this 
newsletter.

 We are an all volunteer orga-
nization, so every penny you 
give will go to this effort.

Wrist bands like this help remind  
students of their pledge.



Meet The Founders Committee 

   Luigi Ambrosi
    (Milan, Italy): 
2017 graduate of Georgetown University with a degree in Business Management 
and Anthropology. Hunter and Luigi became childhood friends sharing holidays 
together on the island of Mustique. Luigi’s fondest memories are from playing 
together on the beach to the time Hunter wanted Luigi to be the manager of his 
Blackout Band and on to discovering the world of girls with Hunter, while being 
gentlemen of course. Luigi has been important to developing support for our 
grants program to help aspiring musicians and students in the West Indies.  Now 
studying for his GMAT in New York City.

    Zack Green
    (New York, NY): 
2017 graduate of the University of Michigan where he studied political science. 
Hunter and Zack became close friends while vacationing on the island of Must-
ique. The friendship formed between Hunter, Zack, and board member Hannah 
Kliot was forged through childhood adventures in the Caribbean and maintained 
through contact in the States. Hunter’s innate confidence and humor.  Now work-
ing with First Access Entertainment on a documentary that is set to a feature film!

Hanna Horvath
(New York, NY): 
2018 graduate of Syracuse University in news and online journalism.  Hanna first 
met Hunter in high school, and followed him to Syracuse where they remained 
great friends.  Hanna is now working as a financial reporter for a tech startup in 
New York City.

Abigail Breslin 
(Hollywood, CA): 
Oscar Nominated Actress and singer/song writer. Abigail became a close friend 
after: collaborating with Hunter’s brother Teddy Watson on musical recordings 
and performances. She encouraged Hunter’s interests in rap music, acting and 
comedy.

   Madeleine Bunbury 
    (Gillingham Dorset, UK): 
Madeleine, an emerging young artist, grew up on the Island of Mustique, the 
daughter of the Island’s doctor. Hunter’s family vacationed on the Island each 
year since Hunter was born and Madeleine became one of his closest friends 
as they grew up together.  Now based in Gillingham Dorset, UK, Madeleine has 
an established career in fine arts and is internationally in demand for her talent 
for capturing the beauty of horses.  Madeleine manages the Fund’s program to 
mentor grant winners from St.Vincent.

   Liam Catto  
                  (Boulder, CO):
Senior at the University of Colorado studying Business and Advertising. Liam was 
part of a close-knit group in high school often known as the “Band of Brothers”.  
But rather than becoming a “clique”, they became a self-appointed welcoming 
committee for all students to make sure they felt included in the community they 
loved. And, they made sure their other classmates didn’t take the pressure of an 
intense academic environment too seriously.

Forrest Crane 
(Washington, DC): 
2018 graduate University of Kentucky studying Political Science and Business Man-
agement. Another member of Hunter’s “Band of Brothers” who loved Hunter and 
always joined him in suppressing the pressures of academic life as much as possible. 
Forrest is now continuing his studies at the University of Kentucky and working. 

   Chris Dale
    (Washington, DC): 
2017 graduate of the University of Virginia with a degree in History. Hunter and 
Chris became friends at a young age and stayed close over the years as they 
vacationed together on Mustique and both went to Potomac School. Even though 
they were a year apart, they remained close and bonded over sports, going out and 
a generally adventurous attitude that would sometimes get them in trouble. Now 
working with Marcus and Millchap in Washington, D.C. 

   Yannick Della Shavia 
   (Santa Monica, CA):
2017 graduate of Georgetown University with a degree in Operations and Informa-
tion Management. Hunter and Yannick were close childhood friends from vaca-
tioning on the island of Mustique. Yannick’s fondest memories of his childhood in 
Mustique were the days he spent hanging out playing video games with Hunter and 
Matt (Salutillo). Yannick has been important to developing support for our grants 
program to help students in the West Indies.  Now working in management with 
Anheuser-Busch InBev in Los Angeles, California.

Ilana Dunn  
(New York, NY):
2016 Syracuse University graduate now working for Hinge, a start up in NYC. 
Hunter never knew Ilana but was responsible for saving her life in a near tragic 
incident at Syracuse. Ilana and her family’s gratitude and support for the Fund was 
so impactful that we asked her to join the Committee and she spearheaded the 
development of our sophisticated Grants Application.

   Matt Kimm 
    (Austin, TX):
Graduate of the University of Texas at Austin with a degree in Advertising and a 
minor in Business. Matt works in digital marketing and also works as a electronic 
musician on the weekends.

   Hannah Kliot
    (New York, NY):
CNBC Associate Producer and 2017 graduate of Northwestern University, where 
she studied broadcast journalism. Hannah, from New York City, and Hunter met 
on vacation in the 8th grade and were close friends from that moment on. He 
adored her family and always tried to see them when he visited NYC.

Matthieu Menand  
(Tracy, CA):
Arriving on campus from France not knowing what to expect from a campus environ-
ment far away from his beautiful hometown of Senlis, he walked into the dorm and 
there was Hunter with his big handshake, smile and warm welcome, knowing “just a 
little” French and so they immediately became close friends. Matthieu never looked 
back and attributes his love for Syracuse to Hunter. Now working with Amazon in 
California.

Jordan Parent
(Blacksburg, VA):
Junior at Virginia Tech studying Computer Science and Cyber Security. Jordan met 
Hunter in 2014 at a concert and bonded over their passions for music, the tech world, 
and the enjoyment they felt while spending time together. Instantly they began a 
loving and adventurous relationship that continued for the last two years of  
Hunter’s life.

Jason Reif
(New York, NY): 
2018 graduate of Syracuse University with degrees in Finance, Accounting and 
Information Management & Technology.  Freshman year floor-mate with Hunter 
at Syracuse. Jason was one of the brightest friends Hunter ever had and it was 
Jason’s intellect and curiosity that inspired Hunter to focus on his grades and want 
to achieve academically. In Hunter’s last year when we would FaceTime Hunter we 
would always see Jason next to him, working on a class assignment. Now working 
with NBC in New York City.

Mark Ramsey 
(Charlottesville, VA):  
Senior at The University of Virginia studying Economics, Entrepreneurship, and 
Classical Studies. Mark, who gave a moving speech at Hunter’s memorial service, 
met Hunter in Kindergarten and says they became close friends during their soph-
omore year of high school. Mark and Hunter had so much in common that many 
thought they would eventually end up in business together. They shared the same 
enthusiasm for discussing new ideas, studying the disruptive technologies of 
tomorrow, traveling, and most importantly, forging lifelong friendships. Mark says 
he fondly remembers Hunter for his wide-ranging obsession with music, which in 
turn introduced Mark to some of his favorite genres. 
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Each member of the Founders Committee was a close friend of Hunter Watson. Their encouragement led the Watson family to es-
tablish the Hunter Watson Memorial Fund. At first, the family thought this group of college-age students would award financial aid 
scholarships to students, but when they met for the first time it became clear they had something more unique in mind. They wanted 
to support young people’s creativity, helping them explore their passions and pursue their dreams. Two years later, the commitee has 
reviewed and graded dozens of applications and identified more than 20 such dreamers who could not have explored their dreams 
without financial assistance. Each of our grantees is also being “mentored” by one of the Founders listed below.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Continued on page 5

Indicates those with a long and close connection with Mustique.
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INTERVIEW WITH 
ALAN GREEN
1.   How did you learn about the  
       HBW grants program for  
       Mustique and what inspired  
       you to support it? 

We have a personal connection 
to the Watson family, having 
first met on Mustique and 
have been friends for almost 
20 years. During our vacations 
there our son, Zack, grew up 
with Hunter. As parents, we had 
empathy for what they were 
going through. We were aware 
of the family’s desire to create a 
lasting memorial to Hunter and  

Alan Green, Father of Committee 
Member Zack Green. 

            to support innovative young  
            people on St. Vincent, and we  
            wanted to support their efforts.  

2.    What sets the HBW Fund apart from other charities you know  
        or support?

I know how my gift is used, and this is gratifying for a donor.  I met one 
of the grantees, who expressed gratitude for the financial support and 
eloquently described the grant’s impact on his life. This personalized 
the organization, putting a human face on its mission. Intimacy was 
forged through the presentation by the grantees, and that had a 
positive impact on my relationship with this charity.  

3.    How does support for the HBW Fund fit into your  
        philanthropic goals? 

Most of my philanthropy is based on my being “touched by a cause”. 
This cause resonated with me because of how it helps young people 
on St. Vincent “kickstart” their lives, and because it has a deep  
personal aspect.  

4.    Do you think the HBW Fund is using your gift wisely?  
Jerry explained how efficiently this organization operates and how 
low they keep their costs. As a donor, it seems to me that nearly all of 
my gift goes toward the mission, and I applaud that. Charitable effi-
ciency should matter to every donor; it is an important message that 
should be emphatically communicated to potential donors.   

5.    Will you continue to support the HBW Fund and if so, why and if  
        not, why not?
         Yes, definitely. 
6.     If you think it’s important for the HBW Fund to grow and  
         expand the reach of its work, how could/would you be willing  
         to help that effort? 

There is a beauty to the size of this organization in its present form. 
But, the most touching memorial of all would be for this program to 
grow organically and involve young people in more areas. In doing 
so, this charity could take flight and help many more people, all in the 
name of Hunter Watson. In other words, if other young people were to 
say, “why not here, why not us? we can do this, too”, the impact of this 
organization could be without boundaries.

5th Round HBW Fund Grants are 
now open for those age 

16 to 25.
 Deadline is Nov 15, 2019.  
Applications available at:  
www.hunterwatson.org

Looking for Enthusiastic, Passionate Young People.

The Hunter Watson Memorial Fund is a tax exempt 
Section 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization which 
was formed to award grants and scholarships to 
promising students and promotes programs to  
improve of the safety of our young people.  

      DON’T MISS FUTURE NEWSLETTERS,  
SIGN UP AT: WWW.HUNTERWATSON.ORG

Meet The Founders Committee 
____________________________________________________ 

Continued from page 4

   Matt Salutillo 
    (Fairfax, VA):  
2017 graduate of Penn State University with a degree in Art and Architecture. Mat-
thew and Hunter have been friends since the day they were born. Matthew went 
just about everywhere with Hunter and they were as close as brothers. Following 
graduation, Matthew joined an international volunteer organization to help kids 
with special needs in Vietnam and is now with Lansdowne Resort as an events 
manager.

Will Snape
(New York, NY):  
2018 graduate of Trinity College majoring in Urban Studies. Will said that through-
out high school he would try everything he could to be placed in as many classes 
with Hunter as he could. He said Hunter’s personality brought enthusiasm and a 
lightheartedness to campus life that made him look forward to going to school in the 
morning.  Now working with Darktrace, a cyber security firm in New York City.

Connor Sweeney
(Great Falls, VA) 
2017 graduate of Gettysburg College in Pennsylvania majoring in Economics and 
minoring in Business. When Connor entered Potomac in 7th grade Hunter became 
his mentor to get him acquainted with the new school. At first he deeply missed the 
friends he had left behind but Hunter quickly made him fall in love with Potomac. 
This led to a longtime friendship with Hunter and his friends, who are his best friends 
to this day. Connor says Hunter was the center of attention at Potomac and brought a 
special energy to everyday school life that made learning easier at such a challenging 
school.  Now working as a Mobile Application Consultant at GoCanvas in Reston, VA.

   Teddy Watson
    (New York, NY) 
Hunter’s older brother. 2016 graduate of New York University with a degree in 
Computer Science. Recently returned from an internship in Tokyo with a technol-
ogy startup specializing in Virtual Reality technology and is now enrolled in the 
MBA program at Stern School of Business in New York City.
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Located at the Bamboo Church, the Mustique Memorial Wall honors the memory of Island homeowners. Hunter has been a  
part of the Island from the time he was born until when he lost his life at only age 20, as a passenger in an automobile accident.

The Memorial Wall established by former Managing Director, the Honorable Brian Alexander and designed by  
Arne Hasselqvist, the Mustique Memorial Wall remembers those shown above.

HUNTER WATSON REMEMBERED ON MUSTIQUE MEMORIAL WALL

MAILBOX
The Piedrahita family is thrilled to 

be able to continue to support the 
wonderful initiatives of the Hunter 
Watson Memorial Fund. 

C.P.
It is inspiring to see what a success 

this is already. We are so humbled to 
be a supporter and will keep you all 
in our prayers as you review the grant 
applications and make decisions. This 
is the most incredible and meaningful 
way to celebrate Hunter’s life.

B.&T.E.
We were pleased to be able to 

do our small share to honor Hunter 
and the scholarship recipients. I will 
keep you on *the list* for the most 
worthy of donations. Thank you for 
this update, and I look forward to each 
piece of news along the way.

J.K.

I marvel at the wonderful work these 
young people are doing and how this 
Fund is helping change their lives, 
as well as the lives of those who will 
be awarded grants in Hunter’s name. 
You have turned such heartbreak into 
something so powerfully positive. 
That’s not only a lesson to all of them, 
but to all of us. Thank you. We’re truly 
honored to be a small part of this.

S.M.
As members of the Hunter’s high 

school community, we long admired 
Hunters enthusiasm for life. Thank 
you for the opportunity to be part of 
this tribute. It is a privilege to be part 
of this to honor him.

J.&G.P.
Hunter was certainly an inspiring 

young man who lived life to the 
fullest. May we all strive to live life 

with as much gusto. He left a legacy of 
modeling for others how to dare to reach 
for ones dreams.

S.P.
We will be delighted to send a 

contribution in honor of Hunter’s 
memory. We really admire what you have 
done, and look forward to seeing how the 
students will use their grants.

K.C.
We are happy to support the fund, and 

glad to hear the program is going so well! 
We’ll look forward to hearing about the 
students as grants are awarded.

S.&D.P.
I love everything that the fund stands for 

and intend on sending another donation 
next year. Looking forward to hearing 
about the students in the upcoming years 
that will benefit from the fund.

J.M.

Hunter was certainly an inspiring young 
man who drank life to the lees. May we 
all strive to live as fully and with as much 
gusto. He left a legacy of modeling for 
others how to dare to reach for ones 
dream.

S.P.
It is lovely to see our young adults from 

Mustique involved in such a wonderful 
thing.

L.B.
It’s so nice to see Hunters zest for 

life carried on in his friends and the 
recipients of the award. Great to see this 
terrific program by Hunters friends and 
family.

S.S.



Hunter’s Friends 
on the Founders 
Committee held an 
island-wide party in 
memory of Hunt-
er on the island of 

Mustique over the 2017 hol-
iday break. Hunter’s parents 
hosted the party so that 100% 
of all proceeds would go to  
the Fund. 

More than 250 attended the 
gala event and raised money 
to fund grants for students liv-
ing in the West Indies. Already, 
young people with a passion-
ate interest in something they 
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Mustique Event Celebrates 
Hunter’s Life and Makes Grants 
Possible for Local Youth

could not afford to pursue are 
benefiting from the program.

Growing up, Hunter and 
many of his friends who are 
new on the Founders Commit-
tee visited the Island annually 
and four of the members have 
a close family connection to 
the area. The support of many 
homeowners and annual visi-
tors has been critical to making 
it possible to fund grants to the 
amazing young people of the 
West Indies. All donations re-
ceived from Mustique are ded-
icated to these young people to 
help them achieve their dreams.

MUSTIQUE SUPPORTERS

If you sometimes wonder if the 
support you’ve given to the HBW 
Memorial Fund has made a differ-
ence, the answer is in the respons-
es we’ve received from our grant 
winners. You may have never per-
sonally met any of these innovative 
young people, but your generosity 
has helped each of them turn their 
dreams and passions into reality.

We wish there was a way for each 
of these innovative young people 
to be able to thank you directly 
for helping them move forward in 
projects that mean a great deal to 
them, and that just may have a sig-
nificant impact on our world.

You may not know a great deal 
about computer technology and 
robotics, but one of the grants 
you’ve helped fund is enabling a 
young man from an impoverished 
background to further his studies 
and research in that area, research 
that may affect us all in the future.

You may not have earned a com-
mercial pilot’s license, participated 
in a conference on international 
relations and conflict resolution, 

Thank You For The Difference 
You’re Making

or established a charity to support 
research and education for people 
suffering traumatic brain injuries, 
but the grants you have helped 
fund have enabled our innovative 
young grantees to do those things 
and so much more.

You may never have met Hunt-
er Watson in his too-short life but 
his tragic death as a passenger in 
an automobile accident did not end 
the love so many people had for 
him, or the admiration for his tal-
ents and passions in so many areas. 

The HBW Memorial Fund 
Grants Program was established 
to carry on Hunter’s legacy and 
his interests. The support you have 
given, and we hope continue to 
give, is making that possible.

So, please accept our thanks 
to you from the Fund and the 
young people you have helped 
support. When you write that 
check, or make that credit card 
donation, please know that you 
and your gifts really are making a  
difference.
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JOIN OUR MUSTIQUE SUPPORTERS

Mustique Annual Fund Campaign 
Hunter Brooks Watson Memorial Fund 

P.O. Box 326 • McLean, VA 22101• USA

Or

Mustique Supporters are donors who make a gift for supporting 
the young people of St. Vincent and the Grenadines. You will be a 
part of our wonderful friends who make this campaign successful 
and will forever be remembered.  Any amount you can donate, 
large or small, will change the lives of those we hope to help.
  YES, I want to help young people on St. Vincent make their  
      passionate ideas a reality. 

PLEASE PRINT
I am enclosing a Mustique Supporter gift of $___________________

In Memory of ____________________________________________

In Honor of ______________________________________________

To celebrate his/her/their _________________________________

Your Name ______________________________________________

Address  ________________________________________________

City _____________________________________________________ 

State/Province _____________________ Postal Code __________ 

Country ________________________________________________ 

eMail __________________________________________________ 

 Charge to my Villa Account ____________________________ 

 Check Enclosed   Credit Card entered at our secure  
                                       site: donationpay.org/hunterwatson

 Give to Cordelia at Mustique Company Office



Many Interests — One of a Kind

At the Hunter Brooks Watson Memorial Fund you are supporting 
young men and women of diverse interests and talents, so they can 
let their passions shine. 

The inspiration and our mission come from Hunter himself. He 
was a young man of extremely diverse talents and interests. Wher-
ever he went, whatever he did, he brought a spark and a smile and 
a contagious energy that inspired those around him. 

And while his life was too short, and the hurt that those who loved 
him feel will never fully heal, there is a peace that comes from 
knowing that Hunter succeeded in getting the most out of every day 
he lived: 

As a boy and a young man … Hunter lit up the lives of his 
mother, Judy, his father, Jerry, his older brother, Teddy, and all his 
extended family. 

As a friend … Hunter cultivated deep and lasting relationships 
and will never be forgotten by those who knew him best. 

As an athlete … Hunter loved baseball, soccer, football and 
wrestling, excelling as an individual while always striving to lift up 
his teammates. 

As a musician … Hunter formed his first band at age 10 and nev-
er stopped loving, playing and performing music. (You can watch 
a video of Hunter’s Black Out Band playing their song “Video 
Games” on YouTube.) 

As a student … Hunter graduated from Potomac School, en-
rolled at Syracuse University and joined Phi Kappa Psi, learning 
and growing and making new friends each year — while never 
forgetting his old ones. 

As an entrepreneur … Hunter worked with area nightclubs to 
encourage teens-only, no-alcohol nights which he then managed 
and promoted. He was also beginning work on his own technolo-
gy-based business.

As a person … there will never be another Hunter. While he 
had many interests, he was one-of-a-kind. Thank you for support-
ing the Hunter Brooks Watson Memorial Fund, so that young men 
and women with talent, energy and passion can have a chance to 
follow their dreams … just as Hunter did every day. 
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HUNTER STORIES
“THE ISLAND KISS” BY MATT KIMM

Founders Committee Member Matt Kimm first shared this story  
at Hunter Watson’s memorial service on July 9, 2016

It’s 7th grade, and I’m in the 
middle of my none-too-gracious 
transition from boyhood to 
adulthood, with a sweet rack of 
braces and thoughtfully placed 
acne across my face. Hunter 

and his family, being the ridiculously generous 
people they are, had invited me to spend spring 
break with them in Mustique, a beautiful island 
in the Caribbean. A big topic of discussion on the 
trip was how I had yet to kiss a girl, unlike the 
coolest 7th grader of all time, Hunter Watson, 
who had gotten his first kiss decades ago. On the 
trip, I met someone special--a beautiful girl with 
the perfect English accent. I couldn’t believe 
how well my awkward jokes were landing with 
this girl, and I knew that this was my moment 
to shine. 

And then comes Hunter: my supremely confi-
dent, 7th grade rockstar friend. He swoops in, 
chats her up, then starts speaking in French 
and swing dancing with my love interest. I can 
see this girl practically falling in love with him, 
as many girls have. Feeling betrayed, I emotion-
ally flicked my Bieber-style hair, sat alone on 
the beach, and played some angsty Green Day 
off my iPod Touch. 

A few minutes later, to my surprise, the same 
girl meets me on the end of the beach with a 
smile. She tells me how Hunter spent their dance 
telling her what an amazing friend I was and 
what an amazing guy I was in general, with so 
many accomplishments. I’m fairly certain Hunt-
er fibbed quite a bit, but I didn’t care. I flashed 
my red white and blue braces at her, and I final-
ly got my first kiss, all thanks to my best friend 
Hunter.

This story may seem silly but I think it encap-
sulates Hunter. He was a confident, charming, 
amazing guy who could grind my gears at times, 
but he also could bring joy to my life in an in-
stant. As tragic as Hunter’s death is, I am still 
so happy that I got to spend the best years of my 
life with the best friend I will ever know. I will 
forever cherish the years we shared together, 
with no regrets. 

To Hunter I say, “you lived 20 incredible years, 
and I am so happy to have spent many of them 
with you. I love you Hunter, and I miss you so 
much”.


